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customized caller ID and remote functional management of a
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calling and called parties. Customized caller ID provides for
a calling party to identify themself regardless of the device
they are using to place to call. In addition, other remote
functional management, such as call priority tagging, pro-
vides for the calling party to prioritize the call or otherwise
customize a call ID message to the called party. By exchang-
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customized caller ID method and remote functional manage-
ment are secure, thereby eliminating the likelihood of unau-
thorized tampering by unknown parties. Shared secret
exchange also provides for authorized callers to remotely
access and manage the communication device, such as, for
example, to remotely lock down or place the communication
device in an off state.
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR CALLER
IDENTIFICATION CUSTOMIZATION AND
REMOTE MANAGEMENT OF
COMMUNICATION DEVICES

BACKGROUND

The described aspects relate to caller identification sys-
tems, and more particularly, to systems and methods for on
demand customization of a caller identification.

Caller identification, otherwise referred to as caller ID, was
first invented in the early 1980’s and became widely commer-
cially available in the 1990’s. Today, caller ID is available to
both wired (i.e., landline) and wireless communication
devices.

In conventional caller ID, the service provider, such as a
telephone company, implements a Frequency Key Shift
(FSK) technique to send ASCII (American Standard Code for
Information Interchange) character data intertwined with the
ring signal data. A modem within the call receiving device
decodes the bits in the call transmission, such as the ring
signal and the caller ID information. The caller ID informa-
tion may include the calling device identification number
(i.e., the calling device telephone number) and, in some appli-
cations, the name of the user associated with the calling
device telephone number.

In contrast, in a wireless communication device, caller ID
is implemented by matching the received over the air phone
number with entries in the device’s phonebook or contact
listings. If a match in the phonebook or contact list is found,
then the name associated with the phone number is displayed
on the wireless device.

However, in both the conventional caller ID service and in
the wireless communication caller ID system, caller identifi-
cation is limited to identifying the caller typically associated
with the phone number. For example, conventional caller ID
identifies the party registered with the service provider as the
“owner” of the telephone number or the party associated with
the telephone number within the receiving device’s phone
book or contact list. As such, known caller ID systems do not
accommodate the situation in which the actual caller is some-
one other than the party registered with the service provider or
the party associated with the telephone number within the
receiving device’s phone book or contact list.

For example, in the situation in which a telephone, wired or
wireless, is borrowed by someone who needs to place a call,
awireless device receiving the call will typically display only
the calling telephone number because the phone number will
likely not exist in the receiving device’s phone book in asso-
ciation with a name. Likewise, if the receiving device is a
wired communication device, the caller ID function may
provide for display of data that indicates the name of the party
associated with the phone number, but not the name of the
actual caller.

Thus, a problem arises in that the receiving party does not
recognize the displayed telephone number and/or the name of
the party associated with the telephone number, and therefore
the receiving party may choose to ignore the call. In many
instances, this problem may be exasperated when someone is
borrowing a telephone to place a call, where the call is of the
utmost importance and being able to immediately communi-
cate with the called party is critical.

Additionally, current caller ID systems do not provide for
prioritizing the importance of a call to insure that the receiv-
ing party answers the call. Such prioritization of communi-
cations is commonplace in other forms of communication,
such as electronic mail, which uses red flags or exclamation
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points to signify that a message is high priority. In this regard,
prioritization may be desired to highlight the importance of
the communications to the recipient. In the land-line tele-
phone hypothetical, a receiving party who is burdened during
the workday with frequent calls may routinely choose to
ignore such calls and opt to have the caller leave voicemail.
However, if the caller is provided with a means for signaling
to the receiving party that the importance of the call warrants
high priority, then the receiving party may be more prone to
answer the call immediately in view of such signaling.

However, in both the situation in which the calling party
wishes to customize the caller ID information so as to insure
that the called party knows the callers identity, and in the
situation in which the calling party wishes to prioritize a call
to insure that the called party answers the call, it may be
desirable to insure that non-authorized callers, such as scam-
mers, telemarketers or the like, do not have access to custom-
izing their caller ID information or prioritizing their calls.
Security in this regard may be useful to insure that scammers
do not dupe the receiving party into believing that they are a
known party or an important caller based on unreliable infor-
mation.

Thus, a need exists for methods and systems that provide
for customized caller identification. The customization
aspect of the system may provide for the calling party to
override the standard caller ID information associated with
the calling communication device. In addition, customization
may provide for the calling party to prioritize calls for the
purpose of alerting the receiving party that a call has height-
ened importance.

SUMMARY

Systems, methods, devices and computer programs are
provided that provide for customized caller ID and remote
secured management of wireless devices. Present aspects
utilize a shared secret between calling party and called party
to allow for customized caller identification and/or remote
management of the called communication device. In this
regard, a caller is able to identify themself in instances in
which they are using an alternate communication device (i.e.,
a device other than their own). Additionally, customized
caller ID provides for the calling party to prioritize or other-
wise present a customized message to the calling party.
Shared secrets also provide for secured remote management
and control of the communication device, allowing a com-
munication device user to grant the right to remotely access
the communication device and perform functions available
on the device or to lock-down or place the device in an off
mode.

In one aspect, a method for remote management of a com-
munication device is defined. The method comprises receiv-
ing a communication call that includes shared secret data,
verifying the shared secret; and performing a communication
device function associated with the verified shared secret. The
action of receiving a communication call that includes shared
secret data may further be defined by the action of receiving
a communication that includes a trigger and a shared secret.
The action of verifying the shared secret may further be
defined be the actions of referencing a predetermined data-
base in response to receipt of the shared secret and referenc-
ing a predetermined entry in the database associated with the
shared secret. In aspects in which the communication call
includes a trigger and shared secret data, the action of veri-
fying the shared secret may further be defined be the actions
of referencing a predetermined database associated with the
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trigger and referencing a predetermined entry in the database
associated with the shared secret.

The action of performing a communication device function
associated with the verified shared secret may further be
defined by the action of an output signal, such as a visual
display or audio signal, to identify a caller associated with the
shared secret. Additionally, the action of performing a com-
munication device function associated with the verified
shared secret may further be defined by the action of an output
signal, such as a visual display or audio signal, to identify a
priority of the call, such as high or urgent priority. Also, the
action of performing a communication device function asso-
ciated with the verified shared secret further may further be
defined by the action of providing a caller access to one or
more communication device functions or providing the caller
the ability to lock the device in an off mode.

A further aspect is defined by a computer readable medium
tangibly storing a sequence of instructions that, when
executed, cause a computer device to perform the actions of
receiving a communication call including shared secret data,
verifying the shared secret and performing a communication
device function based on the verification of the shared secret.

A related aspect is defined by at least one processor con-
figured to perform the actions of receiving a communication
call including shared secret data, verifying the shared secret
and performing a communication device function based on
the verification of the shared secret.

Another aspect of the invention includes a method for
caller identification on a communication device. The method
includes the actions of receiving a communication call
including shared secret data, accessing a database to deter-
mine a contact associated with the shared secret; and provid-
ing an output signal that identifies the contact associated with
the shared secret. The output signal may include a display of
a caller identification, an audible signal or any other suitable
output signal. The action of receiving a communication call
including shared secret data may further be defined by the
action of receiving a communication call having a trigger and
a shared secret. In such aspects, the action of accessing a
database to determine a contact associated with the shared
secret is further defined as accessing a database associated
with the trigger to determine a contact associated with the
shared secret. In addition to providing an output signal to
identify the contact, the shared secret data may additional
provide for accessing a database to determine communication
priority associated with the shared secret data and providing
an output signal, such as a display of call priority or an audio
signal, which identifies the communication priority associ-
ated with the shared secret.

A further aspect is provided by a communication device
that includes a personal information manager that includes
one or more databases that associate shared secrets with
shared secret information. The communication device further
includes a call manager module that includes shared secret
recognition logic operable to recognize a shared secret in a
communication call and access the contact database to deter-
mine shared secret information associated with the shared
secret and shared secret function logic operable for perform-
ing a communication device function based on at least one of
the shared secret and shared secret information. The shared
secret function logic may be defined by caller identification
logic operable to identify a caller associated with the shared
secret and to provide an output signal, such as a visual display
or audio signal, which identifies the caller. In other aspects in
the shared secret function logic may be defined by call prior-
ity logic operable to identify a priority of the communication
call based on a shared secret and provide an output signal,
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such as a visual display or audio signal, which identifies the
priority of the call. Additionally, the shared secret function
logic may be defined by communication device management
logic operable to provide caller access to communication
device functionality based on the shared secret. Alternatively,
the shared secret function logic may be defined by commu-
nication device lock-down logic operable to lock down the
communication device based on the shared secret.

In yet another aspect, a communication device is provided
that includes a contact database that associates a contact with
a shared secret. The communication device further includes a
call manager module including shared secret recognition
logic operable to recognize a shared secret in a communica-
tion call and access the contact database to determine a con-
tact associated with the shared secret and caller identification
logic operable to provide an output signal, such as a visual
display or an audio signal, which identifies the contact asso-
ciated with the shared secret as the calling party and provide
an output signal that identifies the contact as the caller. Addi-
tionally, the call manager module may include call priority
logic operable to provide an output signal, such as a visual
display or audio signal, which identifies a call priority based
on the shared secret.

Further aspects are defined in terms of a network device,
such as a server residing at a base station or the like. In one
aspect a method for providing remote access to a communi-
cation device via a network device is defined. The method
includes receiving, at a network device, a communication call
request including a calling device identification number and a
shared secret; and communicating a call request to a called
party that includes the calling device identification number
and the shared secret. The method also may include providing
for receiving a trigger, in addition to the calling device iden-
tification number and shared secret and communicating the
trigger along with the call request to the called party.

A related aspect is defined by a computer readable medium
tangibly storing a sequence of instructions that, when
executed, cause a computer device to perform the actions of
receiving, at a network device, a communication call request
including a calling device identification number and a shared
secret and communicating a call request to a called party that
includes the calling device identification number and the
shared secret.

A further related aspect is defined by at least one processor
configured to perform the actions of receiving, at a network
device, a communication call request including a calling
device identification number and a shared secret and commu-
nicating a call request to a called party that includes the
calling device identification number and the shared secret.

Another aspect is provided by a network device, such as a
server residing at a base station or the like. The device
includes a shared secret forwarding module that includes
shared secret recognition logic operable for recognizing a
shared secret in a communication call request and shared
secret forwarding logic operable to communicate the shared
secret to a called party associated with the communication
call request.

Thus, the describe aspects provide methods, devices, sys-
tems and computer program products for customizing caller
ID or performing remote management of device functionality
by implementing shared secret exchange between calling and
called parties. Customized caller ID provides for a calling
party to identify themself regardless of the device they are
using to place to call. In addition, another function, such as
call priority tagging provides for the calling party to prioritize
the call or otherwise customize a call identification message
to the called party. By exchanging shared secrets amongst the
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calling and called parties the customized caller ID and remote
functional management method is secure; eliminating the
likelihood of unauthorized tampering by unknown parties.
Shared secret exchange also provides for authorized callers to
remotely access and manage the communication device, such
as, for example remotely locking down the communication
device in an off state.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The disclosed aspects will hereinafter be described in con-
junction with the appended drawings, provided to illustrate
and not to limit the disclosed aspects, wherein like designa-
tions denote the elements, an in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of one aspect of a commu-
nication device-based system for providing customized caller
identification and/or remote communication device access;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of one aspect of a network-
based system for providing customized caller identification
and/or remote communication device access;

FIG. 3 is ablock diagram of one aspect of a communication
device for providing customized caller identification and/or
remote communication device access;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of one aspect of a network device
for providing customized caller identification and/or remote
communication device access;

FIGS. 5-8 are examples of a display of a graphical user
interface highlighting the procedure for entering shared
secrets into a contact or phone book database;

FIG. 9-12 are examples of a display of a graphical user
interface highlighting the procedure for entering shared
secrets and related shared secret information, such as call
priority, into a contact or phone book database;

FIG. 13 is a display of a graphical user interface highlight-
ing a caller ID mode in which the caller is placing the call
from their own communication device;

FIG. 14 is a display of a graphical user interface highlight-
ing a customized caller ID mode in which the caller is placing
the call from a communication device other than their own;

FIG. 15 is a display of a graphical user interface highlight-
ing a customized caller ID mode in which the caller is placing
a priority identification on the call;

FIG. 16 is a display of a graphical user interface highlight-
ing a customized caller ID mode in which the communication
device is unable to match the shared secret found in the call
request;

FIG. 17 provides examples of call entry sequences utilizing
triggers and shared secret codes to execute customized caller
ID and/or remote communication device access;

FIG. 18 is a flow diagram of one aspect of a communication
device-based method for customized caller ID and/or remote
functional management of a called communication device;

FIG. 19 is a flow diagram of one aspect of a method for
shared secret and, optionally, trigger recognition and for-
warding at a network device; and

FIG. 20 is a flow diagram of network device-based method
for customized caller ID and/or remote functional manage-
ment of a called communication device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present devices, apparatus, methods, computer-read-
able media and processors are described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, in which aspects of the invention
are shown. The devices, apparatus, methods, computer-read-
able media and processors may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as limited
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to the aspects set forth herein; rather, these aspects are pro-
vided so that this disclosure will be thorough and complete,
and will fully convey the scope of the invention to those
skilled in the art. Further, in this description, like numbers
refer to like elements throughout.

The present devices, apparatus, methods, computer-read-
able media and processors provide for customized caller
identification (i.e., caller ID) and secured remote access and
management of communication devices. Present aspects uti-
lize a shared secret between calling party and called party to
allow for customized caller identification and/or remote
access or management of the called communication device.
In this regard, a caller is able to identify themself in instances
in which they are using an alternate communication device
(i.e., a device other than their own). Additionally, customized
caller ID provides for the calling party to prioritize or other-
wise present a customized message to the calling party.
Shared secrets also provide for secured remote management
and control of the communication device, allowing a com-
munication device user to grant the right to remotely access
the communication device and perform functions available
on the device or to lock-down or place the device in an off
mode.

Referring to FIG. 1, according to one aspect, a system 10
for customized caller ID and/or remote access and manage-
ment of communication devices is depicted. It should be
noted that the customized caller ID, secured remote access
and communication device management functionality of the
present aspects herein described may reside at the called
communication device level, the network device level or any
combination of the called device and the network device. In
the illustrated aspect of FIG. 1 the functionality, in terms of
recognizing the shared secret and associating it with an entry
in a database, resides at the called device level. The system
includes a first communication device 12, which in this
example serves as the called communication device, a second
communication device 14, which in this example serves as the
calling communication device and a network device 16, such
as server device residing at a base station within the commu-
nication network. In the illustrated aspect the communication
devices are wireless devices, however; in other aspects one or
more of the communication devices may be wired communi-
cation devices, such as landline telephones or the like and the
network device may be a component within a landline net-
work.

System 10 allows for a first user 18 and a second user 20 to
customize caller ID and/or call priority information, as well
as allowing for remote access and management of communi-
cation devices. The first user 18 is associated with the first
communication device 12, such that the first user is the owner
or typical possessor of the first communication device. Fur-
ther, the second user 20 is not associated with the second
communication device 14, such that the second user is a
borrower or secondary possessor of the second communica-
tion device (i.e., the second communication device is not the
device typically possessed by the second user). The second
user 20 will create a shared secret 22 and communicate the
shared secret and any related shared secret information 24 to
the first user 18. The communication of the shared secret 22
and any related shared secret information 24 is represented by
arrow 26 in FIG. 1

The shared secret 22 may take the form of any data that may
be recognizable by the first communication device 20. In
many aspects, the shared secret will be a numeric code, such
as a two or more digit numeric code. In other aspects, the
shared secret may be a visual data, such as an image, an audio
data, such as a ring tone signal, biometric data, such as fin-
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gerprint data, voice data or the like. Related shared secret
information 24 may include data associated with the shared
secret, such as a priority data, in the form of a visual message
to be displayed or an audio signal to be generated or the
additional shared secret information may include instructions
for remotely accessing and/or managing the communication
device based on the exchange of the shared secret.

The second user 20 will communicate (arrow 26) the
shared secret 22 and any related shared secret information 24
to the first user 18 by any acceptable means of communica-
tion, such as electronic communication, in-person communi-
cation, or the like. Typically, the chosen means of shared
secret communication will provide for the requisite level of
communication security to insure that the shared secret 22 is
not shared or otherwise comes into the possession of unau-
thorized users. In this regard, electronic communication may
utilize encryption or some other form of secured communi-
cation to insure that the shared secret 22 remains confidential.

Upon receipt of the shared secret, the first user 18 will input
the shared secret 22 and any related shared secret information
24 into the first communication device 12. The inputting of
the shared secret 22 and any related shared secret information
24 into the first communication device is represented by
arrow 28 in FIG. 1. In one aspect, a Graphical User Interface
(GUI) module 30 is executed on the first communication
device 12 and includes data entry logic 32 operable for enter-
ing the shared secret and any related shared secret informa-
tion into device storage, such as personal information man-
ager 34, which may include a personal phonebook, contact
database or the like, such that the shared secret and any related
shared secret information is associated with second user 20 in
the contact database, phone book database or the like. The
second user 20 may have a preexisting entry in the first com-
munication device contact storage or phone book storage, or
it may be necessary to create a new contact entry for the
second user 20 that will include the shared secret and any
related shared secret information. FIGS. 5-8, which illustrate
examples of a display of a GUI highlighting the procedure for
entering shared secrets into a contact or phone book database,
will be discussed in detail infra. FIGS. 8-11, which illustrate
examples of a display of GUI highlighting procedure for
entering additional shared secret information into a contact or
phone book database will also be discussed in detail infra.

In alternate aspects in which the shared secret 22 and any
related shared secret information 24 is communicated elec-
tronically from the second user 20 to the first communication
device 12, the first communication device may be configured
to automatically recognize the shared secret and related infor-
mation, automatically associate the shared secret with the
user sending the secret and automatically store the shared
secret in the corresponding entry within the contact or phone
book database associated with the user sending the shared
secret. In such aspects, the need to have the first user manually
input the shared secret and any related shared secret informa-
tion may be obviated.

Once the shared secret has been stored within the first
communication device 12, the second user 20 may borrow or
otherwise use the second communication device 14 to call the
first communication device 12. As previously discussed, the
second communication device is not the device typically used
by or associated with the second user 20. As such, in typical
caller ID systems, the receipt of a call from second commu-
nication device 14 by first communication device 12 would
typically result in either no caller ID information being dis-
played, or with the phone number and/or name of the actual
owner of the second communication device 14, who may not
be known by the owner of the first communication device 12,
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being displayed. The use of the second communication
device 14 by the second user is represented by arrow 36 in
FIG. 1. The second communication device 14 may include a
dialer module 38 that is operable to input a telephone number
to place a call request. In some aspects, the dialer module 34
may include shared secret entry logic 36 that is operable for
entering a shared secret 22 or otherwise attaching a shared
secret to the call request. In one aspect, the shared secret entry
logic 38 is operable such that the entry of a trigger command,
after entry of the called party telephone number, provides for
the entry of a shared secret. For example, the “*” key and an
accompanying numeric code may serve as the trigger and a
shared secret 22, in the form of a numeric code, may be
entered after input of the trigger. FIG. 17 provides examples
of call request entry sequences and will be discussed in detail
infra. It should be noted, however, that shared secret entry
logic 38 may not be required, such as in the case where the
combination of the entered phone number, one or more shared
secret trigger commands, and one or more shared secrets is
within a predetermined number of digits recognized by the
communication network in use.

Once the call request, which includes the dialed telephone
number and the shared secret 22, is communicated to the base
station, the request is received by a network device 16, such as
a server or the like. The communication of the call request
from the second communication device 14 to the network
device 16 is represented by wireless communication bolt 40.
The network device 16 may include shared secret recognition
logic 42 operable for recognizing a shared secret in the call
request and parsing the payload that includes the shared
secret 22. In aspects in which the call request includes a
trigger and a shared secret 22, the shared secret recognition
logic 42 may be configured to recognize the trigger and parse
the payload that includes the trigger and shared secret. The
network device also may include shared secret forwarding
logic 44 that is operable for forwarding the parsed payload
including the shared secret, and optional trigger, to the called
party. It should be noted, however, that shared secret recog-
nition logic 42 and/or shared secret forwarding logic 44 may
not be required, such as in the case where the combination of
the entered phone number, one or more shared secret trigger
commands, and one or more shared secrets is within a prede-
termined number of digits recognized and forwarded by the
communication network in use and/or the network device 16.

The network device 16 forwards the call request, shared
secret and, in some aspects, a trigger to the first communica-
tion device 12. The call manager module 46 is operable to
receive the call request, and shared secret recognition logic 48
may be operable to recognize the shared secret, verify the
existence of the shared secret in device database, such as the
shared secret database 22 in personal information manager 34
and, upon verification, perform the function or execute the
application related to the shared secret. In some aspects, in
addition to shared secret recognition logic 48, the call man-
ager module 46 may include trigger recognition logic 50 that
is operable to recognize a trigger as an indicator that a shared
secret is forthcoming in the call request. In some aspects the
trigger may indicate the function or application that relates to
the shared secret. In this regard, the trigger recognition may
provide information as to which databases are associated with
the forthcoming shared secret for the purpose of verification
and instructions on functionality and/or execution related to
the shared secret.

In one aspect in which the use of shared secrets provide for
customized caller identification, the call control manager
may include caller identification (ID) logic 52 operable to
recognize the caller’s identification by displaying on a device
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display the telephone number and/or name associated with
the calling device. In this aspect, the shared secret recognition
logic 48, and, optionally, the trigger recognition logic 50, may
be operable to recognize a shared secret and, optionally, rec-
ognize a trigger, such that the caller ID logic 52 is overridden
from displaying the telephone number and/or name associ-
ated with the calling device. Instead, the shared secret recog-
nition logic 48 verifies the shared secret in the shared secret
database 22 of the personal information manager 34 and
communicates the personal information associated with the
shared secret, such as name, telephone number or other iden-
tification to the caller ID logic 52 for display, or directly
displays this information. In this regard, this aspect provides
for the display of the identification of the “actual” caller,
based on the shared secret, rather than the display of the
identification of the calling device’s owner.

Referring to FIG. 2, according to an alternate aspect, a
system 10 for customized caller ID and/or remote access and
management of communication devices is depicted. In the
illustrated aspect of FIG. 2 the functionality, in terms of
recognizing the shared secret and associating it with an entry
in a database, resides at the network device level. The system
includes a first communication device 12, which in this
example serves as the called communication device, a second
communication device 14, which in this example serves as the
calling communication device and a network device 16, such
as server device residing at a base station within the commu-
nication network. Similarto FIG. 1, in the illustrated aspect of
FIG. 2 the communication devices are wireless devices, how-
ever; in other aspects one or more of the communication
devices may be wired communication devices, such as land-
line telephones or the like and the network device may be a
component within a landline network.

System 10 allows for a first user 18 and a second user 20 to
customize caller ID and/or call priority information, as well
as allowing for remote access and management of communi-
cation devices. The first user 18 is associated with the first
communication device 12, such that the first user is the owner
or typical possessor of the first communication device. Fur-
ther, the second user 20 is not associated with the second
communication device 14, such that the second user is a
borrower or secondary possessor of the second communica-
tion device (i.e., the second communication device is not the
device typically possessed by the second user). The second
user 20 will create a shared secret 22 and communicate the
shared secret and any related shared secret information 24
directly to the network device 16 and/or to the first user 18, for
subsequent communication to the network device 16. Com-
munication of the shared secret 22 and any related shared
secret information 24 directly to the network device 16 from
the second user 20 is represented by arrow 36 (input into
second communication device 14) and wireless communica-
tion bolt 40 (electronic communication from the second com-
munication device 14 to the network device 16). Alterna-
tively, communication of the shared secret 22 and any related
shared secret information 24 from the second user to the first
user is represented by arrow 26 in FIG. 2.

The second user 20 may communicate (represented by
arrow 26) the shared secret 22 and any related shared secret
information 24 to the first user 18 by any acceptable means of
communication, such as electronic communication, in-per-
son communication, or the like. In addition, the second user
20 may communicate (represented by arrow 36 and bolt 40)
the shared secret 22 and any related shared secret information
24 to the network device 14 by any acceptable means of
communication, such as electronic communication, in-per-
son communication, or the like. Typically, the chosen means
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of shared secret communication will provide for the requisite
level of communication security to insure that the shared
secret 22 is not shared or otherwise comes into the possession
of unauthorized users. In this regard, electronic communica-
tion may utilize encryption or some other form of secured
communication to insure that the shared secret 22 remains
confidential.

In aspects in which the second user 20 communicates the
shared secret 22 and any additional shared secret information
24 directly to the network device 14, the need to send the
shared secret and any related information to the first user 18
may be obviated. In such aspects in which the second user 20
communicates the shared secret 22 and any related shared
secret information directly to the network device 14, without
communication to the first user 18, customized caller 1D,
remote access and/or communication device management
may be conducted without knowledge of the first user 18.

However, in those aspects in which the shared secret 22 and
any related shared secret information 24 are communicated to
the first user 18 and subsequently communicated to the net-
work device 14, the first user 18 inputs the shared secret 22
and any related shared secret information 24 into the first
communication device 12 for subsequent communication to
the network device 14. The inputting of the shared secret 22
and any related shared secret information 24 into the first
communication device is represented by arrow 28 in FIG. 1.
In one aspect, a Graphical User Interface (GUI) module 30 is
executed on the first communication device 12 and includes
data entry logic 32 operable for entering the shared secret and
any related shared secret information and, optionally, storing
the shared secret and related information locally. The GUI
module 30 may also include network upload logic 51 oper-
able for uploading or otherwise communicating the shared
secret 22 and any related shared secret information 24 to the
network device 14. In an alternate aspect, the first communi-
cation device may include a web browser application 53 that
allows the first user 18 to access a web page associated with
the network device 14, enter the shared secret 22 and any
related shared secret information 24 and, subsequently, com-
municate the shared secret and related information across the
Internet to the network device 14.

In alternate aspects in which the shared secret 22 and any
related shared secret information 24 is communicated elec-
tronically from the second user 20 to the first communication
device 12, the first communication device may be configured
to automatically recognize the shared secret and related infor-
mation, and automatically upload or otherwise communicate
the shared secret 22 and any related shared secret information
to the network device 14. In such aspects, the need to have the
first user manually input the shared secret and any related
shared secret information may be obviated.

Once the shared secret has been stored within the network
device 14, the second user 20 may borrow or otherwise use
the second communication device 14 to call the first commu-
nication device 12. As previously discussed, the second com-
munication device is not the device typically used by or
associated with the second user 20. The second communica-
tion device 14 may include a dialer module 38 that is operable
to input a telephone number to place a call request. In some
aspects, the dialer module 34 may include shared secret entry
logic 36 that is operable for entering a shared secret 22 or
otherwise attaching a shared secret to the call request. In one
aspect, the shared secret entry logic 38 is operable such that
the entry of a trigger command, after entry of the called party
telephone number, provides for the entry of a shared secret.
For example, the “*” key and an accompanying numeric code
may serve as the trigger and a shared secret 22, in the form of
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anumeric code, may be entered after input of the trigger. FIG.
17 provides examples of call request entry sequences and will
be discussed in detail infra. It should be noted, however, that
shared secret entry logic 38 may not be required, such as in the
case where the combination of the entered phone number, one
or more shared secret trigger commands, and one or more
shared secrets is within a predetermined number of digits
recognized by the communication network in use.

Once the call request, which includes the dialed telephone
number and the shared secret 22, is communicated to the base
station, the request is received by a network device 16, such as
a server or the like. The communication of the call request
from the second communication device 14 to the network
device 16 is represented by wireless communication bolt 40.
The network device may also include shared secret recogni-
tion logic 42 that may be operable to recognize the shared
secret, verify the existence of the shared secret in a network
database, such as the shared secret 22 in client information
manager 59 and, upon verification, perform the function or
execute the application related to the shared secret. The client
information manager is a database stored within the network
device or stored at any other network location that is acces-
sible to the network device. The client information manager is
database of client/user information and may specifically
include shared secret 22 and any related shared secret infor-
mation 24 associated with a client/user. In aspects in which a
trigger is included in the call request, the network device 16
may also include may include trigger recognition logic 92
that is operable to recognize a trigger as an indicator that a
shared secret is forthcoming in the call request. In some
aspects the trigger may indicate the function or application
that relates to the shared secret. In this regard, the trigger
recognition may provide information as to which databases
are associated with the forthcoming shared secret for the
purpose of verification and instructions on functionality and/
or execution related to the shared secret.

In certain aspects, in which the function related to the
shared secret is customized caller 1D, the verification of the
shared secret 22 within the client information manager 59
will invoke the caller ID override logic 55 that is operable to
replace, in the payload of the call request, the calling device
(i.e., second communication device 14) caller ID information
with caller ID information associated with the shared secret
owner (i.e., the actual calling party). In this regard, the call
request that is subsequently forwarded to the celled device,
i.e., first communication device 12 will include the telephone
number associated with the second communication device
and the caller ID information associated with the second user
20 (i.e., the owner of the shared secret). As such, this aspect
provides for the display of the identification of the “actual”
caller, based on the shared secret, rather than the display of the
identification of the calling device’s owner.

In alternate aspects, in which the function related to the
shared secret pertains to remote access, communication
device management or the like the network device may
include additional shared secret related insertion logic 57
operable for inserting within the call request payload identi-
fication and/or instructions for remote access, communica-
tion device management or the like. In certain aspects, the
insertion logic 57 may insert an identification, such as code,
within the payload that will be recognizable by the first com-
munication device 12 (i.e., the called party) and associated
with the requisite remote access, communication device man-
agement or the like. In alternate aspects, the insertion logic 57
may insert instructions, such as a routine, applications, applet
orthe like, within the payload that will be executed by the first
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communication device 12 to perform the requisite remote
access, communication device management or the like.

The network device 16 forwards, to the first communica-
tion device 12, the call request, the caller ID information
associated with the calling party and/or remote access/com-
munication device management identification or instructions.
The call manager module 46 is operable to receive the call
request and the caller ID logic 52 is operable to display or
otherwise provide to the user the caller ID information
included in the call request. In this aspect, the call request may
include the telephone number of the second communication
device 14 and the caller ID information associated with the
second user 20 (i.e., the user associated with the shared secret
22. The call manager module 46 may additionally include
remote access/device management logic 61 operable to rec-
ognize a remote access/device management code in the call
request and perform a function associated with the code.
Alternatively, the remote access/device management logic 61
may be operable to execute instructions in the call request to
perform requisite remote access/device management func-
tions.

Referring to FIG. 3, according to one aspect, a block dia-
gram representation of a communication device, such as first
communication device 12 is depicted. The communication
device depicted is a wireless communication device, such as
any type of computerized, wireless device, for example a
cellular telephone, a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), a two-
way text pager, a portable computer, and even a separate
computer platform that has a wireless communications por-
tal, and which also may have a wired connection to a network
or the Internet. The wireless device can be a remote-slave, or
other device that does not have an end-user thereof but simply
communicates data across a wireless or wired network, such
as remote sensors, diagnostic tools, data relays, and the like.
In alternate aspects, the communication device 12 may be a
wired communication device, such as a landline telephone,
personal computer, set-top box or the like. The apparatus and
method for customized caller identification and/or remote
device management can accordingly be performed on any
form of wired or wireless device or computer module, includ-
ing a wired or wireless communication portal, including with-
out limitation, wireless modems, PCMCIA cards, access ter-
minals, personal computers, telephones, or any combination
or sub-combination thereof.

Additionally, communication device 12 has input mecha-
nism 54 for generating inputs into wireless device, and output
mechanism 56 for generating information for consumption
by the user of the wireless device. For example, input mecha-
nism 54 may include a mechanism such as a keypad or key-
board, a mouse, a touch-screen display, a microphone in
association with a voice recognition module, etc. In certain
aspects, the input mechanisms 54 provide for user input to
activate the graphical user interface module 30 and input
shared secrets into device memory. Further, for example,
output mechanism 56 may include a display, an audio
speaker, a haptic feedback mechanism, etc. The output
mechanisms, such as a display, may be implemented in those
aspects in which customized caller IDs are communicated to
the device user, typically via a display or audio speaker.

Further, communication device 12 has computer platform
58 that can transmit data across wireless network or, in some
aspects, a wired network, and that can receive and execute
routines and applications and display data transmitted from
network device 16, such as a server or another computer
device connected to a wireless or wired. Computer platform
58 includes a data registry 60, which may comprise volatile
and nonvolatile memory such as read-only and/or random-
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access memory (RAM and ROM), EPROM, EEPROM, flash
cards, or any memory common to computer platforms. Fur-
ther, data registry 60 may include one or more flash memory
cells, or may be any secondary or tertiary storage device, such
as magnetic media, optical media, tape, or soft or hard disk.

Further, computer platform 58 also includes a processing
engine 62, which may be an application-specific integrated
circuit (“ASIC”), or other chipset, processor, logic circuit, or
other data processing device. Processing engine 62 or other
processor such as ASIC may execute an application program-
ming interface (“API”) layer 64 that interfaces with any resi-
dent programs, such as GUI module 30 and/or call manager
module 46, in a data registry 60 of communication device 12.
API 64 is typically a runtime environment executing on the
respective wireless device. One such runtime environment is
Binary Runtime Environment for Wireless® (BREW®) soft-
ware developed by Qualcomm, Inc., of San Diego, Calif.
Other runtime environments may be utilized that, for
example, operate to control the execution of applications on
wireless computing devices.

Processing engine 60 includes various processing sub-
systems 66 embodied in hardware, firmware, software, and
combinations thereof, that enable the functionality of com-
munication device 12 and the operability of the communica-
tion device on a wireless or wired network. For example,
processing subsystems 66 allow for initiating and maintain-
ing communications, and exchanging data, with other net-
worked devices. In one aspect, such as in a cellular telephone,
communications processing engine 62 may include one or a
combination of processing subsystems 66, such as: sound,
non-volatile memory, file system, transmit, receive, searcher,
layer 1, layer 2, layer 3, main control, remote procedure,
handset, power management, diagnostic, digital signal pro-
cessor, vocoder, messaging, call manager, Bluetooth® sys-
tem, Bluetooth® LPOS, position determination, position
engine, user interface, sleep, data services, security, authen-
tication, USIM/SIM, voice services, graphics, USB, multi-
media such as MPEG, GPRS, etc. For the disclosed aspects,
processing subsystems 66 of processing engine 62 may
include any subsystem components that interact with appli-
cations executing on computer platform 58. For example,
processing subsystems 66 may include any subsystem com-
ponents that receive data reads and data writes from API 64 on
behalf of the GUI module 40 or support the call manager
module 46.

The data registry 60 of computer platform 42 may further
store a Graphical User Interface (GUI) module 30 that
includes data entry logic 32 operable for entering a shared
secret 22 and any related shared secret information 24 into
communication device memory/data registry 60, such as per-
sonal information manager 34. The GUI module is typically
operable to provide the user of the device a visual display of
data entry fields for inputting the shared secret and any related
shared secret information. In alternate aspects in which the
shared secret 22 and/or related shared secret information 24 is
electronically communicated to the device, the shared secret
may be automatically entered into memory, obviating the
need to invoke the GUI module 30 for shared secret entry. The
personal information manager 34 that stores the shared secret
22 and the related shared secret information 24 may comprise
a contact information database 68, such as a personal phone-
book or the like. The contact information database stores
personal information related to contacts, such as name, tele-
phone number and the like and associates the shared secret,
and, optionally, related shared secret information, with a con-
tact. In alternate aspects, the shared secret 22 and related
shared information may be stored in other files or directories,
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within personal information manager 34 or elsewhere in the
data registry 60, which provide for association between call-
ers/contacts and shared secrets.

The data registry 60 of computer platform 42 further may
include a call manager module 46 that may include shared
secret recognition logic 48 operable for recognizing a shared
secret 22 in a call request, verifying that the shared secret is
associated with a caller/contact and performing the function
or application associated with the shared secret or as pre-
scribed by related shared secret information 24. Verifying that
the shared secret is associated with a caller/contact may
involve accessing the personal information manager 34 and
verifying that a shared secret is associated with a caller/
contact in the database. Once the shared secret has been
verified, logic 48 may perform the function or application
associated with the shared secret or the related shared infor-
mation. For example, the shared secret may be associated
with a custom caller-1D function, whereby the caller/contact
identification associated with the shared secret is displayed or
otherwise communicated as the caller in lieu of the calling
device’s identification. In other examples, the shared secret
may be associated with a device function, such as disabling
the device or otherwise locking-down the device to prevent
unauthorized use of a lost or stolen device.

The call manager module 46 may further include trigger
recognition logic 50 operable for recognizing a trigger 70 in
a call request. The trigger 70 may be numeric code or the like
that notifies the call control manager that a shared secret is
appended in the call request. In some aspects, the trigger 70
may indicate the function or application to which the shared
secret is associated with. For example, a trigger having a
numeric value of “88” may indicate that custom caller ID
functionality is associated with the appended shared secret,
while a trigger having a numeric value of “89” may indicate
that call priority tagging, such as displaying or otherwise
communicating an “urgent” message with the call indicator
signal, is associated with the appended shared secret. In such
aspects, the personal information manager 34 or another
device database may store data that associates the triggers 70
with the shared secrets 22 and the optional related shared
secret information 24.

In one aspect in which the shared secret is associated with
caller identification functionality, the call manager module 46
may include caller ID logic 52. Caller ID logic may be oper-
able to provide a display or otherwise communicate caller
identification, such as name, telephone number and the like.
Conventional caller ID logic provides for the display or other
communication of the identification, typically a name or tele-
phone number, associated with the calling device. In present
aspects, however, the caller ID logic may be configured such
that recognition of a shared secret provides for display or
other communication of the contact/caller associated with the
shared secret in lieu of the display or communication of the
identification associated with the calling device. Additional
information, typically stored in the related shared secret
information, may also be displayed or otherwise communi-
cated, such as call priority or the like. As such, the calling
party who is calling from a device other than a device that is
typically associated with the calling party (for example, a
borrowed device), can insure that their identification infor-
mation is displayed or otherwise communicated to the called
party, rather than the actual owner information, to increase the
likelihood that the called party answers or otherwise
acknowledges the call. In alternate aspects, in which the
shared secret recognition and association is conducted at the
network device the caller ID logic 52 may be operable to
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recognize caller ID information in the call request payload
and display or otherwise output the caller ID information.

In other aspects in which the shared secret is associated
with remote access and/or device management functionality,
the call manager module 46 may include remote access/de-
vice management logic 61. In aspects in which shared secret
recognition and association is conducted at the called com-
munication device, remote access/device management logic
61 may be operable to recognize a trigger or shared secret
associated with a remote access function or device manage-
ment function and perform the remote access or device man-
agement. In alternate aspects in which the shared secret rec-
ognition and association is conducted at the network device,
remote access/device management logic 61 may be operable
to recognize a remote access/device management code in the
call request and perform a function associated with the code
or the remote access/device management logic 61 may be
operable to execute instructions in the call request to perform
requisite remote access/device management functions.

The computer platform 58 may further include a commu-
nications module 72 embodied in hardware, firmware, soft-
ware, and combinations thereof, that enables communica-
tions among the various components of the communication
device 12, as well as between the device 12 and a wired or
wireless network. The communication module may include
the requisite hardware, firmware, software and/or combina-
tions thereof for establishing a wired or wireless communi-
cation connection.

Referring to FIG. 4, in one aspect, a block diagram depic-
tion of a network device 16 operable for recognizing shared
secrets, associating the shared secrets with a caller or function
and/or forwarding call requests is presented. The network
device may comprise at least one of any type of hardware,
server, personal computer, mini computer, mainframe com-
puter, or any computing device either special purpose or
general computing device. Further, the modules and applica-
tions described herein as being operated on or executed by the
network device 16 may be executed entirely on the network
device 16 or alternatively, in other aspects, separate servers or
computer devices may work in concert to provide data in
usable formats to parties, and/or to provide a separate layer of
control in the data flow between the wireless device 12 and the
modules and applications executed by network device 16.

The network device 16 may include computer platform 80
that can transmit and receive data across a wireless or wired
network, and that can execute routines and applications.
Computer platform 80 may include a data storage 82, which
may comprise volatile and nonvolatile memory such as read-
only and/or random-access memory (RAM and ROM),
EPROM, EEPROM, flash cards, or any memory common to
computer platforms. Further, data storage 82 may include one
or more flash memory cells, or may be any secondary or
tertiary storage device, such as magnetic media, optical
media, tape, or soft or hard disk. Further, computer platform
80 also may include a processing engine 84, which may be an
application-specific integrated circuit (“ASIC”), or other
chipset, processor, logic circuit, or other data processing
device. The computer platform 80 may further include a
communications module 86 embodied in hardware, firm-
ware, software, and combinations thereof, that enables com-
munications among the various components of the network
device 16, as well as between the network device 16 and a
wireless or wired network. For example, in the described
aspects, the communication module is configured to receive
call requests from calling party wireless devices and forward
the call requests to called party wireless devices. The com-
munication module may include the requisite hardware, firm-

20

30

40

45

50

55

16

ware, software and/or combinations thereof for establishing a
wireless communication connection.

The data storage 82 may include a shared secret module 90
that may implement shared secret recognition logic 42. In
aspects in which shared secret recognition and association is
performed at the called communication device, the shared
secret recognition logic 42 may be operable for recognizing
one or more shared secrets in a call request and parsing the
payload that includes the shared secrets 22. Additionally, in
such aspects, the call request may include a trigger and, thus,
the data storage 82 may include trigger recognition logic 92
operable for recognizing one or more triggers in a call request
and parsing the payload that includes the trigger(s) and the
associated shared secret(s). Additionally, in aspects in which
the shared secret recognition and association is performed at
the called communication device, the network device also
may include shared secret forwarding logic 44 that is operable
for forwarding the parsed payload that includes the shared
secret and, optional trigger, to the called party as part of the
call request.

In alternate aspects, in which shared secret recognition and
association is performed at the network device, the shared
secret recognition logic 42 may be operable to recognize the
shared secret, verify the existence of the shared secret in
device database, such as the shared secret 22 in client infor-
mation manager 59 and, upon verification, perform the func-
tion or execute the application related to the shared secret.
The client information manager is a database stored within
the network device 16 or stored at any other network location
that is accessible to the network device. The client informa-
tion manager is a database of client/user information 63 and
may specifically include shared secret 22 and any related
shared secret information 24 associated with each client/user
in the database.

In certain aspects, in which shared secret recognition and
association is performed at the network device and the func-
tion related to the shared secret is customized caller ID, the
shared secret module 90 may include caller ID override logic
55. The caller ID override logic 55 is operable to replace, in
the payload of the call request, the calling device (i.e., second
communication device 14) caller ID information with caller
1D information associated with the shared secret owner (i.e.,
the actual calling party). The caller ID information associated
with the shared secret 22 may be retrieved from the client
information manager 59.

In alternate aspects, in which shared secret recognition and
association is performed at the network device and the func-
tion related to the shared secret pertains to remote access,
communication device management or the like, the shared
secret module 90 may include remote access/device manage-
ment insertion logic 57. The remote access/device manage-
ment insertion logic 57 is operable for inserting within the call
request payload identification and/or instructions for remote
access, communication device management or the like. In
certain aspects, the insertion logic 57 may insert an identifi-
cation, such as code, within the payload that will be recog-
nizable by the first communication device 12 (i.e., the called
party) and associated with the requisite remote access, com-
munication device management or the like. In alternate
aspects, the insertion logic 57 may insert instructions, such as
a routine, applications, applet or the like, within the payload
that will be executed by the first communication device 12 to
perform the requisite remote access, communication device
management or the like.

FIGS. 5, 6, 7 and 8 provide examples of GUI displays for
phonebook or contact listing data entry, specifically entry of
a shared secret for an associated contact listing. Itis noted that
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the GUI displays shown in FIGS. 5-8 are by way of example
only and, as such, various other user interface implementa-
tions, graphical, audible or otherwise, can be adopted by the
manufacturer of the communication device to accomplish the
tasks herein described, as well as, assimilate the overall user
experience flow with predefined device user interfaces. FIG.
5 provides a display 100 of contacts 102A-102F listed in
personal phonebook or contact listing database. In the illus-
trated aspect, a user of the GUI desires to enter a shared secret
that is associated with contact name “Davis” 102C. The user
may select the “Davis” contact 102C by engaging a keypad
key or another predetermined device input mechanism.
Selection of the “Davis” contact 102C may result in a display
of personal information related to the contact, such as
depicted in FIG. 6. Shown in FIG. 6, the display 110 of the
personal information may include one or any combination of
data fields such as contact name 112, contact home telephone
number 114, contact cellular telephone number 116, contact
email address 118, contact home address 120 and contact
shared secret 122. The blank data entry field 124 associated
with the shared secret 122 indicates that the contact does not
currently have an associated shared secret. The display 110
also includes an “edit” key 126 that is operable to be engaged
by the user to provide editable data and/or data entry fields. In
addition to engaging the “edit” key 126, a user may be
prompted to enter a programming security code or some other
form of authorization to be granted the right to add or edit
personal information.

FIG. 7 provides a display 130 of editable data entry fields
that may result from a user engaging the “edit” key 126 as
shown in FIG. 6. A user may edit the previously entered data,
such as the contact name 112, contact home telephone num-
ber 114, contact cellular telephone number 116, contact email
address 118 and/or contact home address 120. In the illus-
trated depiction, the underlined data indicates data that is
editable. As shown, the user has entered a shared secret
“009999” in the entry field 124 for the shared secret 122. The
data entry display 130 also includes a “save” key 132 that is
operable to be engaged by the user to save the edit and/or
entered data in the contact database. It should be noted that
data entry logic 32 may be configured to provide for a dis-
playable indication that the entered shared secret is already
being used by another entry in the database. If the data entry
logic provides for such indication, the data entry logic 32 may
further be configured to provide for the user to override the
previous assignment of the shared secret or provide for the
selection of a different shared secret. FIG. 8 provides a dis-
play 140 of personal information that may result from a user
entering a shared secret code. Once a shared secret code has
been entered and saved in contact database memory, subse-
quent display of the personal information related to the con-
tact may provide for the shared secret field 124 to indicate that
ashared secret exists, such as by use of asterisks or some other
generic symbol/character/numeric display, but is otherwise
masked from actual display to provide further security to the
shared secret. Actual display of the shared secret may be
viewed by engaging the “edit” key 126, or some other access
key, and entering a programming security code or some other
form of authorization to view or edit the personal informa-
tion.

FIGS. 9, 10, 11 and 12 provide examples of GUI displays
for phonebook or contact listing data entry, specifically entry
ofa shared secret and related shared secret information for an
associated contact listing. FIG. 9 provides a display 200 of
contacts 202A-202F listed in personal phonebook or contact
listing database. In the illustrated aspect, a user of the GUI
desires to enter a shared secret that is associated with contact
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name “Davis” 202C. The user may select the “Davis” contact
202C by engaging a keypad key or another predetermined
device input mechanism. Selection of the “Davis™ contact
202C may result in a display of personal information related
to the contact, such as depicted in FIG. 10. Shown in FIG. 10,
the display 210 of the personal information may include one
or any combination of data fields such as contact name 212,
contact home telephone number 214, contact cellular tele-
phone number 216, contact email address 218, contact home
address 220, contact shared secret 222 and shared secret info
226. The blank data entry field 224 associated with the shared
secret 222 and the blank data entry field 228 associated with
shared secret info 226 indicates that the contact does not
currently have an associated shared secret or related shared
secret information. The display 210 also includes an “edit”
key 230 that is operable to be engaged by the user to provide
editable data and/or data entry fields. In addition to engaging
the “edit” key 230, a user may be prompted to enter a pro-
gramming security code, or some other form of authorization,
to be granted the right to add or edit personal information.

FIG. 11 provides a display 240 of editable data entry fields
that may result from a user engaging the “edit” key 230 as
shown in FIG. 10. A user may edit the previously entered data,
such as the contact name 212, contact home telephone num-
ber 214, contact cellular telephone number 216, contact email
address 218 and/or contact home address 220. In the illus-
trated depiction the underlined data indicates data that is
editable. As shown, the user has entered a shared secret
“009999” in the entry field 224 for the shared secret 222 and
related shared secret information “URGENT” in the entry
field 228 for shared secret information 226. The data entry
display 240 also includes a “save” key 242 that is operable to
be engaged by the user to save the edit and/or entered data in
the contact database. It is noted that in operation the related
shared secret information may be displayed or otherwise
communicated to the device user when the user receives a call
request that includes the associated shared secret. In the
above example, the shared secret information therefore com-
prises call priority information. It should be noted that shared
secret information allows for the display or communication of
any type of message, as triggered by the shared secret. Addi-
tionally, it should be noted that the related shared secret
information further may include a graphic, an alphanumeric
character, an executable program such as a video file or an
audio file, etc., which may be displayed or communicated to
the device user. In alternate aspects, the related shared secret
information may only be displayed when an associated infor-
mation trigger, which may be in addition to the shared secret
trigger, is included in areceived call request. In other alternate
aspects, the personal information associated with a contact
may provide for the entry of multiple shared secrets and/or
multiple related shared secret information. In such aspects, a
contact may have one shared secret that provides for the
display of contact information, such as name and telephone
number and another shared secret may provide for the display
of contact information, such as name and telephone number
and the display of the related shared secret information, such
as call priority information or the like.

FIG. 12 provides a display 250 of personal information that
may result from a user entering a shared secret code and
related shared secret information. Once a shared secret code
and has been entered and saved in contact database memory,
subsequent display of the personal information related to the
contact may provide for the shared secret field 224 to indicate
that a shared secret exists, by use of asterisks or some other
generic symbol display, but is otherwise masked from actual
display to provide further security to the shared secret. Actual
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display of the shared secret can be viewed by engaging the
“edit” key 230, or some other access key, and entering a
programming security code or some other form of authoriza-
tion to view or edit the personal information. In the illustrated
aspect, the shared secret information field 228 provides for
visible display of the shared secret information. In alternate
aspects, the GUI module may be configured to mask or oth-
erwise conceal the data in shared secret information field 228.

FIGS. 13-16 provide GUI displays of caller ID informa-
tion, in accordance with aspects discussed herein. FIG. 13
illustrates a GUI display 300 of caller ID information in
which the received call request does not include a shared
secret. In this instance, the caller ID logic may retrieve per-
sonal information from a phonebook or contact listing asso-
ciated with the identification number, typically the telephone
number, in the call request. The displayed information may
include a call identifier 302 and caller ID information in the
form of a calling device telephone number 304 and/or a
calling party name 306. In the illustrated caller ID example,
the calling party is calling from the communication device
typically associated with and/or owned by and/or registered
to the calling party, and therefore the calling party did not
input a shared secret in the call request.

FIG. 14 illustrates a GUI display 310 of caller ID informa-
tion in which the received call request includes a shared
secret. In this instance, the caller ID logic, shared secret
recognition logic or trigger recognition logic may recognize
the shared secret or, optionally, the trigger in the call request,
retrieves contact information associated with the shared
secret and displays the contact information associated with
the shared secret. The displayed information may include one
or any combination of a call identifier 302 and caller ID
information in the form of a calling device telephone number
304 and/or a calling party name 306. In this aspect, the calling
device telephone number 304 reflects the number of the
device being used to request the call, while the calling party
number 306 reflects the actual name of the party placing the
call (i.e., the party associated with the shared secret). In the
illustrated caller ID example, the calling party is calling from
a communication device other than the communication
device typically associated with the calling party and, there-
fore, the calling party has inputted a shared secret and in the
call request.

FIG. 15 illustrates a GUI display 320 of caller ID informa-
tion in which the received call request includes a shared secret
and the shared secret has associated shared secret informa-
tion. In this instance, the caller ID logic, shared secret recog-
nition logic or trigger recognition logic may recognize the
shared secret or, optionally, the trigger in the call request,
retrieves related shared secret information and displays the
related shared secret information associated with the shared
secret. The shared secret itself may provide for the display of
the related shared secret information or, optionally, a trigger
may provide for the display of the related shared secret infor-
mation. The displayed information may include one or any
combination of a call identifier 302, caller ID information in
the form of a calling device telephone number 304 and a
calling party name 306 and the related shared secret informa-
tion 308. In this instance, the related shared secret informa-
tion 308 is call priority tagging in the form of an “URGENT”
message. Inthe illustrated caller ID example, the calling party
is calling from the communication device typically associ-
ated with the calling party and, therefore, although a shared
secret is not required to override the caller ID function, a
shared secret and, optionally, a trigger has been inputted to
provide for the inclusion of call priority tagging in the caller
1D information.
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FIG. 16 illustrates a GUI display 330 of caller ID informa-
tion in which the received call request includes an unassoci-
ated shared secret. In this instance, the caller ID logic, shared
secret recognition logic or trigger recognition logic may rec-
ognize the shared secret or, optional, trigger in the call
request, and attempts to retrieve contact information associ-
ated with the shared secret. However, since the shared secret
is not associated with any contact in the device database, the
device displays a message within the caller ID information
that notifies the device user that no match exists between the
received shared secret and the contacts in the database. As
such, the displayed information may include one or any com-
bination of a call identifier 302 and caller ID information in
the form of a calling device telephone number 304 and a “no
match” message 332. Typically, the receipt of a call that
includes an unassociated shared secret results from the call-
ing party entering an incorrect telephone number or an incor-
rect shared secret.

FIG. 17 illustrates four examples of call request sequences
that include shared secrets and, in some examples, optional
triggers. The first example 350 illustrates a call request
sequence that includes the telephone number of the called
party and the shared secret. The calling party inputs the tele-
phone number of the party to be called and, typically after a
request delay period, inputs a shared secret code. As previ-
ously noted the shared secret may take the form of a numeric
code or any other data attached to the call request that has
secretly shared between the calling party and the called party
may serve as the shared secret. In the second example 360, the
call request sequence includes a telephone number of the
called party, a trigger and a shared secret. The trigger provides
for shared secret recognition within the calling network and at
the called device and, optionally, the trigger may identify the
function or application associated with the shared secret. For
example, the trigger may involve engaging the “*” key on the
keypad followed by a two or more digit numeric code. In
aspects in which the trigger identifies the function or appli-
cation associated with the shared secret, “*88” may be asso-
ciated a customized caller ID function, “*89” may be associ-
ated with a call priority tagging function and the like.

The third example 370 illustrates a call request sequence
that implements the use of multiple unique triggers to provide
shared secret recognition and, in some aspects, identify the
function or application associated with the shared secret. In
the third example 370 the call request sequence includes a
telephone number of the called party and multiple unique
triggers with each trigger followed by the shared secret. In
this example each trigger is identified with a unique device
function or application. For example, entering a first trigger
“*88” followed by the user’s shared secret “009999” may
provide for customized caller ID functionality, entering a
second trigger “*89” followed by the user’s shared secret
“009999” may provide for call priority tagging, entering a
third trigger “*90” followed by the user’s shared secret
“009999” may provide for an additional function or applica-
tion to be launched on the called communication device. In
this implementation, the calling party requires only one
shared secret to perform multiple remote functions on the
called device. The trigger codes may be stored on the calling
device and accessible to the user through a GUI display.

The fourth example 380 illustrates a call request sequence
that implement the use of a single trigger and multiple shared
secrets; each shared secret being associated with a unique
function or application on the called device. In the fourth
example 380 the call request sequence includes a telephone
number of the called party, a trigger and multiple unique
shared secrets. For example, entering a trigger, such as “*88”
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or the like notifies the network and the called device that the
call request includes one or more shared secrets. The trigger
is followed by multiple shared secrets, such as first shared
secret “009999” associated with customized caller ID func-
tionality, second shared secret “009998” associated with a
call priority tagging functionality and a third shared secret
“009997” associated with an additional function or applica-
tion to be launched on the called communication device.

It should be noted that the examples of call sequences
shown in FIG. 17 are not to be considered as limiting in any
manner. Other call request sequences that include shared
secrets and, optional triggers are also contemplated and are
included within the concepts of the present aspects. As pre-
viously discussed, shared secrets and, optional, triggers are
not limited to numerical codes entered on the calling device
keypad during call request. Shared secrets may include any
secret data shared between parties including, but not limited
to, text data, audio data, visual data and the like. The trigger
may include any input on the calling device that can be
communicated along with the call request to notify the net-
work and called device of a forthcoming shared secret.

FIG. 18 is a flow diagram implementing a method for
implementing client-based custom caller ID and/or remote
functional management of a called communication device, in
accordance with one aspect. At Event 400, shared secrets and,
optional triggers and/or optional, related shared secret infor-
mation are stored at a communication device. Shared secrets,
triggers and related shared secret information may be manu-
ally inputted by the device user through implementation of an
appropriate GUI module or the shared secrets, triggers and
related shared secret information received via an electronic
communication may be automatically entered and stored. As
previously discussed, the shared secrets are typically associ-
ated and stored in relation to a contact or phone book entry.
Thus, the shared secrets and, optional, triggers and/or,
optional related shared secret information may be stored in a
contact database, phone book or the like.

At Event 410, the communication device receives a call
request that includes a call ID number, a shared secret and,
optionally, a trigger. The trigger may serve to notify the com-
munication device that the call request includes a shared
secret. Additionally, a trigger may serve to identify the func-
tion or application associated with the shared secret. At Event
420, the communication device may determine the function
or application associated with the shared secret or, optionally,
associated with the trigger. In some aspects, the use of shared
secrets may be limited to one function and, therefore no
determination of the function or application associated with
the shared secret or, optional, trigger may be required. How-
ever, in alternate aspects in which the multiple functions or
applications are associated with the use of shared secrets, the
shared secret or trigger may provide information related to the
function or application related to the shared secret. For
example, numeric trigger codes may indicate the function of
the shared secret.

At Event 430, the communication device accesses a data-
base such as a contact listing database, personal phonebook
database or the like to verify that the shared secret is associ-
ated with a contact or phonebook entry. At Event 440, once
the shared secret has been verified, data in the contact listing
or phonebook entry is accessed and retrieved in accordance
with the determined function or application. For example, if
customized caller ID functionality is associated with the
shared secret or trigger, the name or other personal informa-
tion related to the contact is retrieved for subsequent display
on the communication device. Alternatively, if call priority
tagging is associated with the shared secret or trigger, infor-
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mation related to the shared secret, such as the priority tag,
“urgent” or the like”, is retrieved for subsequent display on
the communication device. In alternate aspects, the commu-
nication device may be configured to determine the function
or application associated with the shared secret or trigger
once the device accesses the database and determines any
related shared secret information.

FIG. 19 provides a method for shared secret and, option-
ally, trigger recognition and forwarding at a network device.
At Event 500, a network device receives a call request that
includes a caller ID number, a shared secret and, optionally, a
trigger. At Event 510, the network device parses the shared
secret and, optionally, may parse the optional trigger. Parsing
and subsequent inclusion of the optional trigger may be nec-
essary if the trigger serves to notify the called device of a
shared secret or if the trigger serves to identify the function or
application associated with the shared secret. At Event 520, a
call request is forwarded to the called device that includes the
parsed data, i.e., the caller ID number, the shared secret and,
optionally, the trigger.

FIG. 20 provides a flow diagram for a method for network-
based custom caller ID and/or remote functional management
of a called communication device, in accordance with one
aspect. At Event 600, shared secrets and, optional triggers
and/or optional, related shared secret information are stored
at a network database, such as a client database. Shared
secrets, triggers and related shared secret information may be
communicated to the network database by the shared secret
holder or it may be communicated to the network by a party
to which the shared secret is being trusted/shared. In one
aspect, the shared secrets, triggers and any related informa-
tion may be stored in a client database that provides for
individual entries for each client in the network. The client
database may be stored in the same device that subsequently
receives the call requests or at any other network location that
is accessible to call request-receiving network device.

At Event 610, the network device receives a call request
that includes a call ID number, a shared secret and, optionally,
a trigger. The trigger may serve to notify the network device
that the call request includes a shared secret. Additionally, a
trigger may serve to identify the function or application asso-
ciated with the shared secret. At Event 620, the communica-
tion device may determine the function or application asso-
ciated with the shared secret or, optionally, associated with
the trigger. In some aspects, the use of shared secrets may be
limited to one function and, therefore no determination of the
function or application associated with the shared secret or,
optional, trigger may be required. However, in alternate
aspects in which the multiple functions or applications are
associated with the use of shared secrets, the shared secret or
trigger may provide information related to the function or
application related to the shared secret. For example, numeric
trigger codes may indicate the function of the shared secret.

At Event 630, the communication device accesses a net-
work database, such as a client database or the like to verify
that the shared secret is associated with a contact or phone-
book entry. At Event 640, once the shared secret has been
verified, data in the client entry is accessed and retrieved in
accordance with the determined function or application. For
example, if customized caller ID functionality is associated
with the shared secret or trigger, the name or other personal
information related to the client is retrieved for subsequent
communication to the communication device. Alternatively,
if call priority tagging is associated with the shared secret or
trigger, information related to the shared secret, such as the
priority tag, “urgent” or the like”, is retrieved for subsequent
display on the communication device. In alternate aspects, the
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network device may be configured to determine the function
or application associated with the shared secret or trigger
once the device accesses the database and determines any
related shared secret information.

AtEvent 650, if the function to be performed is customized
caller ID, the network device will override the caller ID infor-
mation on the call request with the caller ID information
retrieved from the client database and associated with the
shared secret. Additionally, if the function to be performed is
remote access/device management related, the network
device may insert remote access/device management identi-
fiers, such as codes or the like, in the call request payload or
insert instructions, such as applications, routines, applets or
the like in the payload of the call request. At Event 660, the
call request, which includes the customized caller ID infor-
mation and or remote access/device management identifiers
or instructions, is forwarded to the called communication
device.

Thus, the describe aspects provide methods, devices, sys-
tems and computer program products for customizing caller
1D or performing remote management of device functionality
by implementing shared secret exchange between calling and
called parties. Customized caller ID provides for a calling
party to identify themself regardless of the device they are
using to place to call. In addition, another function, such as
call priority tagging provides for the calling party to prioritize
the call or otherwise customize a call identification message
to the called party. By exchanging shared secrets amongst the
calling and called parties the customized caller ID and remote
functional management method is secure; eliminating the
likelihood of unauthorized tampering by unknown parties.
Shared secret exchange also provides for authorized callers to
remotely access and manage the communication device, such
as, for example remotely locking down the communication
device in an off state.

The various illustrative logics, logical blocks, modules,
and circuits described in connection with the embodiments
disclosed herein may be implemented or performed with a
general purpose processor, a digital signal processor (DSP),
an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field pro-
grammable gate array (FPGA) or other programmable logic
device, discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete hardware
components, or any combination thereof designed to perform
the functions described herein. A general-purpose processor
may be a microprocessor, but, in the alternative, the processor
may be any conventional processor, controller, microcontrol-
ler, or state machine. A processor may also be implemented as
a combination of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a
DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors,
one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core,
or any other such configuration.

Further, the actions of a method or algorithm described in
connection with the embodiments disclosed herein may be
embodied directly in hardware, in a software module
executed by a processor, or in a combination of the two. A
software module may reside in RAM memory, flash memory,
ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM memory, regis-
ters, a hard disk, a removable disk, a CD-ROM, or any other
form of storage medium known in the art. An exemplary
storage medium is coupled to the processor, such that the
processor can read information from, and write information
to, the storage medium. In the alternative, the storage medium
may be integral to the processor. The processor and the stor-
age medium may reside in an ASIC. The ASIC may reside in
a user terminal. In the alternative, the processor and the stor-
age medium may reside as discrete components in a user
terminal.
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While the foregoing disclosure shows illustrative aspects
and/or embodiments, it should be noted that various changes
and modifications could be made herein without departing
from the scope of the described aspects and/or embodiments
as defined by the appended claims. Furthermore, although
elements of the described embodiments may be described or
claimed in the singular, the plural is contemplated unless
limitation to the singular is explicitly stated. Additionally, all
or a portion of any aspect and/or embodiment may be utilized
with all or a portion of any other aspect and/or embodiment,
unless stated otherwise.

Thus, many modifications and other embodiments of the
invention may come to mind to one skilled in the art to which
this invention pertains having the benefit of the teachings
presented in the foregoing descriptions and the associated
drawings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the invention
is not to be limited to the specific embodiments disclosed and
that modifications and other embodiments are intended to be
included within the scope of the appended claims. Although
specific terms are employed herein, they are used in a generic
and descriptive sense only and not for purposes of limitation.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for operating a mobile communication device,
comprising:

receiving, at the mobile communication device, a wireless

communication call including at least one notification
trigger and at least one shared secret provided from a
caller in conjunction with set-up of the wireless commu-
nication call;

verifying, at the mobile communication device, the at least

one shared secret by detecting whether the at least one
shared secret is included among a set of multiple shared
secrets that are each configured to launch a different
mobile communication device function when received
at the mobile communication device in association with
the at least one notification trigger; and

performing at least one mobile communication device

function at the mobile communication device based on
the at least one shared secret,
wherein performing the at least one mobile communication
device function includes providing, by the mobile com-
munication device, a priority output signal to identify a
priority of the wireless communication call, and

wherein the mobile communication device corresponds to
a called party of the wireless communication call.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein verifying the at least one
shared secret further comprises referencing a database in
response to receipt of the at least one shared secret and ref-
erencing an entry in the database associated with the at least
one shared secret.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein performing the at least
one mobile communication device function associated with
the at least one shared secret further comprises providing a
caller identifier output signal to identify the caller.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein providing the caller
identifier output signal to identify the caller comprises dis-
playing a caller identification to identify the caller.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein providing the caller
identifier output signal to identify the caller comprises pro-
viding an audio signal to identify the caller.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the priority output signal
is displayed as a priority message to identify the priority of the
wireless communication call.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein performing the at least
one mobile communication device function associated with
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the at least one shared secret further comprises providing the
caller with remote access to one or more remote management
functions.
8. The method of claim 1, wherein performing the at least
one mobile communication device function associated with
the at least one shared secret further comprises locking the
mobile communication device in an off mode.
9. The method of claim 1, wherein verifying the at least one
shared secret further comprises referencing a database asso-
ciated with the at least one notification trigger and referencing
an entry in the database associated with the at least one shared
secret.
10. A non-transitory computer readable medium tangibly
storing a sequence of instructions that, when executed, cause
a mobile communication device to perform actions, the
actions comprising:
receiving, at the mobile communication device, a wireless
communication call including at least one notification
trigger and at least one shared secret provided from a
caller in conjunction with set-up of the wireless commu-
nication call;
verifying the at least one shared secret by detecting
whether the at least one shared secret is included among
a set of multiple shared secrets that are each configured
to launch a different mobile communication device
function when received at the mobile communication
device in association with the at least one notification
trigger; and
performing at least one mobile communication device
function based on the at least one shared secret,

wherein performing the at least one mobile communication
device function includes providing, by the mobile com-
munication device, a priority output signal to identify a
priority of the wireless communication call,

wherein the mobile communication device corresponds to

a called party of the wireless communication call.

11. At least one processor within a mobile communication
device configured to perform actions, the actions comprising:

receiving a wireless communication call including at least

one notification trigger and at least one shared secret
provided from a caller in conjunction with set-up of the
wireless communication call;
verifying the at least one shared secret by detecting
whether the at least one shared secret is included among
a set of multiple shared secrets that are each configured
to launch a different mobile communication device
function when received at the mobile communication
device in association with the at least one notification
trigger; and
performing at least one mobile communication device
function based on the at least one shared secret,

wherein performing the at least one mobile communication
device function includes providing, by the mobile com-
munication device, a priority output signal to identify a
priority of the wireless communication call, and

wherein the mobile communication device corresponds to
a called party of the wireless communication call.

12. A mobile communication device, comprising:

means for receiving a wireless communication call includ-
ing at least one notification trigger and at least one
shared secret provided from a caller in conjunction with
set-up of the wireless communication call;

means for verifying the at least one shared secret by detect-

ing whether the at least one shared secret is included
among a set of multiple shared secrets that are each
configured to launch a different mobile communication
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device function when received at the mobile communi-
cation device in association with the at least one notifi-
cation trigger; and

means for performing at least one mobile communication
device function based on the at least one shared secret,

wherein performing the at least one mobile communication
device function includes providing, by the mobile com-
munication device, a priority output signal to identify a
priority of the wireless communication call, and

wherein the mobile communication device corresponds to
a called party of the wireless communication call.

13. A method for caller identification on a mobile commu-

nication device, comprising:

receiving, at the mobile communication device, a wireless
communication call including at least one notification
trigger and at least one shared secret provided from a
caller in conjunction with set-up of the wireless commu-
nication call;

accessing, at the mobile communication device, one or
more databases to determine a contact associated with
the at least one shared secret and a communication pri-
ority associated with the at least one shared secret,
wherein the communication priority is determined by
detecting whether the at least one shared secret is
included among a set of multiple shared secrets that are
each configured to launch a different mobile communi-
cation device function when received at the mobile com-
munication device in association with the at least one
notification trigger; and

providing, at the mobile communication device, one or
more output signals based on the at least one shared
secret that identify the contact associated with the shared
secret and the communication priority associated with
the at least one shared secret,

wherein the mobile communication device corresponds to
a called party of the wireless communication call.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein providing the one or
more output signals further comprises displaying a caller
identification associated with the contact associated with the
at least one shared secret.

15. The method of claim 13, wherein providing the one or
more output signals further comprises providing an audio
signal associated with the contact associated with the at least
one shared secret.

16. The method of claim 13, wherein the accessing
accesses a given database associated with the at least one
notification trigger to determine the contact.

17. The method of claim 13, wherein the one or more
output signals identify the communication priority associated
with the at least one shared secret by displaying a communi-
cation priority identifying message associated with the at
least one shared secret.

18. The method of claim 13, wherein the one or more
output signals identify the communication priority associated
with the at least one shared secret by providing an audio
signal that identifies the communication priority associated
with the at least one shared secret.

19. A mobile communication device, comprising:

a personal information manager that includes one or more
databases that associate shared secrets with shared
secret information;

a call manager module including shared secret recognition
logic operable to recognize at least one shared secret in
a wireless communication call including at least one
notification trigger provided from a caller in conjunction
with set-up of the wireless communication call and the at
least one shared secret by detecting whether the at least
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one shared secret is included among a set of multiple
shared secrets that are each configured to launch a dif-
ferent mobile communication device function when
received at the mobile communication device in asso-
ciation with the at least one notification trigger and
shared secret function logic operable for performing at
least one mobile communication device function based
on the at least one shared secret, wherein performing the
at least one mobile communication device function
includes providing a priority output signal to identify a
priority of the wireless communication call,

wherein the mobile communication device corresponds to

a called party of the wireless communication call.

20. The mobile communication device of claim 19,
wherein the shared secret function logic further comprises
calleridentification logic operable to identify the caller and to
provide an output signal to identify the caller.

21. The mobile communication device of claim 20,
wherein the caller identification logic is further operable to
display a caller identification to identify the caller.

22. The mobile communication device of claim 20,
wherein the caller identification logic is further operable to
provide an audio signal to identify the caller.

23. The mobile communication device of claim 19,
wherein the shared secret function logic further comprises
call priority logic operable to identify the priority of the
wireless communication call based on the at least one shared
secret and display the priority output signal as a priority
message.

24. The mobile communication device of claim 19,
wherein the shared secret function logic further comprises
call priority logic operable to identify the priority of the
wireless communication call based on the at least one shared
secret and provide the priority output signal as an audio signal
associated with the identified priority.

25. The mobile communication device of claim 19,
wherein the shared secret function logic further comprises
communication device management logic operable to pro-
vide the caller access to communication device functionality
based on the at least one shared secret.

26. The mobile communication device of claim 19,
wherein the shared secret function logic comprises commu-
nication device lock-down logic operable to lock down the
mobile communication device based on the at least one
shared secret.

27. A mobile communication device, comprising:

one or more databases that associate a contact with at least

one shared secret; and

a call manager module including shared secret recognition

logic operable to recognize at least one notification trig-
ger and the at least one shared secret in a wireless com-
munication call provided from a caller in conjunction
with set-up of the wireless communication call and
access the one or more databases to determine the con-
tact associated with the at least one shared secret and a
communication priority associated with the at least one
shared secret by detecting whether the at least one
shared secret is included among a set of multiple shared
secrets that are each configured to launch a different
mobile communication device function when received
at the mobile communication device in association with
the at least one notification trigger, and caller identifica-
tion logic operable to provide one or more output signals
based on the at least one shared secret that identify the
contact associated with the at least one shared secret as
the calling party and the communication priority asso-
ciated with the at least one shared secret,
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wherein the mobile communication device corresponds to
a called party of the wireless communication call.
28. The mobile communication device of claim 27,
wherein the caller identification logic is further operable to
display a caller identification associated with the contact
associated with the at least one shared secret.
29. The mobile communication device of claim 28,
wherein the caller identification logic is further operable to
provide an audio signal that identifies the contact associated
with the at least one shared secret.
30. A method for providing mobile communication device
management at a network device, comprising:
receiving, at the network device, a wireless communication
call request from a mobile calling party including a
calling device identification number, at least one notifi-
cation trigger and at least one shared secret; and

communicating a wireless call request to a mobile called
party that includes the calling device identification num-
ber, the at least one notification trigger and the at least
one shared secret,
wherein the at least one shared secret is configured to
trigger the mobile called party to provide a priority out-
put signal to identify a priority of the wireless commu-
nication call request based on the at least one shared
secret being included among a set of multiple shared
secrets that are each configured to launch a different
mobile communication device function when received
at the mobile called party in association with the at least
one notification trigger.
31. The method of claim 30, wherein the mobile called
party receives the call request, verifies the at least one shared
secret and provides the priority output signal based on the at
least one shared secret.
32. A non-transitory computer readable medium tangibly
storing a sequence of instructions that, when executed, cause
a network device to perform actions, the actions comprising:
receiving, at the network device, a wireless communication
call request from a mobile calling party including a
calling device identification number, at least one notifi-
cation trigger and at least one shared secret; and

communicating a call request to a mobile called party that
includes the calling device identification number, the at
least one notification trigger and the at least one shared
secret,

wherein the at least one shared secret is configured to

trigger the mobile called party to provide a priority out-
put signal to identify a priority of the wireless commu-
nication call request based on the at least one shared
secret being included among a set of multiple shared
secrets that are each configured to launch a different
mobile communication device function when received
at the mobile called party in association with the at least
one notification trigger.

33. At least one processor configured to perform actions,
the actions comprising:

receiving, at a network device, a wireless communication

call request from a mobile calling party including a
calling device identification number and a shared secret;
and

communicating a call request to a mobile called party that

includes the calling device identification number, at
least one notification trigger and at least one shared
secret,

wherein the at least one shared secret is configured to

trigger the mobile called party to provide a priority out-
put signal to identify a priority of the wireless commu-
nication call request based on the at least one shared
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secret being included among a set of multiple shared
secrets that are each configured to launch a different
mobile communication device function when received
at the mobile called party in association with the at least
one notification trigger.

34. A method for identifying a caller identification in a
communication network, comprising:

receiving, at a network server of the communication net-
work that is remote from a mobile calling party and a
mobile called party, a wireless communication call
request from the mobile calling party to the mobile
called party including at least one notification trigger, a
calling device identification number, and at least one
shared secret;

referencing, by the network server, a client database to
determine a caller identification associated with the at
least one shared secret;

referencing, by the network server, a database to determine
a call priority to be outputted by the mobile called party
and associated with the at least one shared secret by
detecting whether the at least one shared secret is
included among a set of multiple shared secrets that are
each associated with different types of information asso-
ciated with the wireless communication call request; and

communicating, by the network server, a call request to the
mobile called party that includes the call priority and the
caller identification associated with the at least one
shared secret,

wherein the call request is configured by the network server
to cause the mobile called party, in response to the call
request being received at the mobile called party, to
launch at least one of a plurality of different mobile
communication device functions that is associated with
the at least one shared secret.

35. A network device comprising a shared secret forward-
ing module that includes shared secret recognition logic oper-
able for receiving a wireless communication call request from
amobile calling party including a calling device identification
number, at least one notification trigger and at least one
shared secret and shared secret forwarding logic operable to
communicate a call request to a mobile called party that
includes the calling device identification number, the at least
one notification trigger and the at least one shared secret,

wherein the at least one shared secret is configured to
trigger the mobile called party to provide a priority out-
put signal to identify a priority of the wireless commu-
nication call request based on the at least one shared
secret being included among a set of multiple shared
secrets that are each configured to launch a different
mobile communication device function when received
at the mobile called party in association with the at least
one notification trigger.

36. A network server of a communication network that is
remote from a mobile calling party and a mobile called party,
comprising:

a client database that associates shared secrets with caller

identification;

a shared secret module that is configured to receive a wire-
less communication call request from the calling party to
the mobile called party including at least one notification
trigger, a calling device identification number, and at
least one shared secret and reference the client database
to determine a caller identification associated with the at
least one shared secret and further operable to reference
a database to determine a call priority to be outputted by
the mobile called party and associated with the at least
one shared secret by detecting whether the at least one
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shared secret is included among a set of multiple shared
secrets that are each associated with different types of
information associated with the communication call
request; and

a communications module operable to communicate to the
mobile called party the call request that includes the call
priority and the caller identification associated with the
at least one shared secret,

wherein the call request is configured by the network server
to cause the mobile called party, in response to the call
request being received at the mobile called party, to
launch at least one of a plurality of different mobile
communication device functions that is associated with
the at least one shared secret.

37. A network device, comprising:

means for receiving a wireless communication call request
from a mobile calling party including a calling device
identification number, at least one notification trigger
and at least one shared secret; and

means for communicating a call request to a mobile called
party that includes the calling device identification num-
ber, the at least one notification trigger and the at least
one shared secret,

wherein the at least one shared secret is configured to
trigger the mobile called party to provide a priority out-
put signal to identify a priority of the wireless commu-
nication call request based on the at least one shared
secret being included among a set of multiple shared
secrets that are each configured to launch a different
mobile communication device function when received
at the mobile called party in association with the at least
one notification trigger.

38. A non-transitory computer readable medium tangibly

storing a sequence of instructions that, when executed, cause
a mobile communication device to perform actions, the
actions comprising:

receiving, at the mobile communication device, a wireless
communication call including at least one notification
trigger and at least one shared secret provided from a
caller in conjunction with set-up of the wireless commu-
nication call;

accessing one or more databases to determine a contact
associated with the at least one shared secret and a com-
munication priority associated with the at least one
shared secret, wherein the communication priority is
determined by detecting whether the at least one shared
secret is included among a set of multiple shared secrets
that are each configured to launch a different mobile
communication device function when received at the
mobile communication device in association with the at
least one notification trigger; and

providing one or more output signals based on the at least
one shared secret that identify the contact associated
with the shared secret and the communication priority
associated with the at least one shared secret,

wherein the mobile communication device corresponds to
a called party of the wireless communication call.

39. The method of claim 3,

wherein the caller identifier output signal is a customized
caller identifier output signal for the caller.

40. The method of claim 1, wherein the shared secret

65 includes visual data, audio data, biometric data and/or voice

data that is configured to trigger the mobile communication
device to provide the priority output signal.
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41. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one shared
secret includes a single shared secret from the set of multiple
shared secrets and the at least one notification trigger includes
a single notification trigger.

42. The method of claim 1, 5

wherein the at least one notification trigger includes a

single notification trigger and the at least one shared
secret includes more than one shared secret from the set
of multiple shared secrets, and

wherein each of the more than one shared secrets is asso- 10

ciated with one of a plurality of different mobile com-
munication device functions.

43. The method of claim 1,

wherein the at least one notification trigger includes mul-

tiple notification triggers and the at least one shared 15
secret includes more than one shared secret from the set
of multiple shared secrets,
wherein each notification trigger from the multiple notifi-
cation triggers is paired with a corresponding shared
secret from the more than one shared secret, and 20
wherein each notification trigger and shared secret pair is
associated with one of a plurality of different mobile
communication device functions.

44. The method of claim 34, wherein the plurality of dif-
ferent mobile communication device functions includes out- 25
putting the call priority.
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